
L
ike in previous

editions, FES-

PACO 2021 is also

attended by exhibitors and

restaurant owners. On the

different shelves, one can

find some traditional loin-

cloth, jewellery, decora-

tive objects, shoes and

many other items. Howe-

ver, exhibitors are com-

plaining about the lack of

enthusiasm from people

and buyers. 

Franck BOUDA and his

friend, from Senegal, find

it difficult selling out their

leather products. "We are

not selling, since this mor-

ning we did not sell any-

thing, but we’re hopeful

things will get better".

This hope is also shared

by Noufou Traore who

came from Banfora with

local fabrics and other

products. “Customers

come in, have a look, ask

for prices but don’t buy

anything”, he said.

On the other hand, restau-

rant and pub owners are

good for business, espe-

cially in the evening. Bet-

ween grills, fried food and

drinks, everything runs

smoothly and they are

busy satisfying their cus-

tomers. 

Some exhibitors at the

Headquarters deplore the

fact that a badge is requi-

red for accessing the site. 

Overall, since the opening

of this year’s edition of the

African Cinema Biennale,

the relocated shopping ar-

cade is not very well-at-

tended as usual. 

Delphine BANISSI

Shopping arcades, the other FESPACO 
Between screening sessions, panels and musical entertainments, shopping arcades also attract a lot of people,

but not that many.
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T
he success of Se-

negalese movies

lies in the human

resource potential and go-

vernment support through

the Movie Industry Pro-

motion Fund (FOPACI).

This is what transpired

from the press conference

hosted by the country

guest of honor of the 27th

FESPACO edition. 

The Chief of Staff of the

Minister for Culture and

Communication of Sene-

gal, Demba Faye added

that "the success of Sene-

galese movies is linked to

its resources and that

Sembene Ousmane is one

of the great figures who

have worked for the deve-

lopment of African ci-

nema. 

Filmmaking in Senegal

began in 1955 with the

short film called "Afrique

sur Seine" by Paulin Sou-

manou Vieyra. Later on in

1966, Sembene Ousmane

followed his master direc-

ting the fictional feature

film called "La Noire

de...", wining "Jena Vigo

Prize". 

With time, other movie di-

rectors emerged like Dji-

bril Diop, Mambety, Safi

Faye, Moussa Sene Absa,

Moussa Toure, Dyana

Gaye, Mansour Sora

Wade, Cheick Tidiane Aw,

Mahama Traore, Mati

Diop and others.

Boureima PASSERE 

SENEGAL export its film policy
Senegal:  Country Guest Honor 

W
ith a strong de-

legation of 200

persons led by

its Minister of Culture Ab-

doulaye Diop, the country

of Teranga, pioneer in film-

making in Sub-Sahara

Africa. It counts bold movie

figures with great names

like Salfo Faye, Joseph

Gaye Ramaka, Mati Diop

or Alain Gomis, double

winner of "Etalon d'Or de

Yennenga" in 2013 and

2017, to name a few. The

country is present at the

27th FESPACO with 14

films, including 2 docu-

mentary films. The focus is

currently on its activities at

this edition. One of the

main activities of its pro-

gramme at the Town- Hall

of Ouaga auditorium is the

tribute to Aboubacar Samb

Makharan, film director,

first General Secretary of

FEPACI and Co-founder of

FESPACO. Till Friday

22nd of October, film pro-

jection followed by debates

will be going on under the

supervision of Mr. Dra-

mane Deme, filmmaker-

lecturer and Executive

Director of FEPACI.

Sada GO 

FOCUS
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FESPACO 27:  Together, let’s respect preventive measures

and security instructions “Insecurity and COVID-19”



A
t the International

Centre called "La

Termitière" youth

aged 5-30 are familiarize

themselves with virtual rea-

lity techniques, filmmaking

and the basics of artistic

make-up.

In this context, Adama

OUEDRAOGO, filmmaker

and creator of “Clap en

Herbe” trains students in

schools to ensure the future

of Burkinabè Cinema. The

future generation should be

initiated to virtual reality,

the use of digital tool for 3D

filmmaking like in develo-

ped countries. Charles

YARO, one of the predeces-

sors of this innovative tech-

nique, was with the kids. At

CDC La Termitière, UNI-

CEF provides support to

FESPACO with film scree-

nings on COVID 19 preven-

tive measures.

Participants positively wel-

come this event of the bien-

nale of African cinema.

Delphine BANISSI

3D taught to kids at FESPACO SUKABE

The biennale of African cinema is also dedicated to

kids. Besides the usual activities, kids are also invol-

ved for them to be part of the celebrations and to awa-

ken their interest for cinema.

ACTUALITY

T
he official Special

Prizes list was pre-

sented to media peo-

ple and movie industry

professionals at a meeting

on Monday 18 October

2021.

Special Prizes Commission

President Michel SABA

said that these prizes aim to

encourage filmmakers and

support the promotion of

African and Diaspora ci-

nema. Special prizes are

awarded according to FES-

PACO rules of procedures. 

There are 12 donors this

year and prizes are organi-

zed into the following four

categories:

The first category includes

Parliaments, sub-regional

and international bodies,

United Nations specialized

agencies, NGOs and local

governments. Registration

fee for this category is CFA

5,000,000 per donor.

The second category wel-

comes States or diplomatic

representations accredited in

Burkina Faso, with CFA

4,000,000 for registration

fee. 

The third category is reser-

ved for private structures,

State-owned companies and

so on, registering for CFA

3,000,000.

The fourth category is for

associations, mutual organi-

zations, professional or

faith-based organizations,

paying CFA 2,000,000 as re-

gistration fee.

Each special prize jury is

comprised of five members,

and each donor has a jury

except UEMOA with three.

The special prize awards ce-

remony is scheduled to take

place on 22 October 2021 at

4 pm at Hotel Silmandé.

Parfait Fabrice 

SAWADOGO

FESPACO 2021 Special 

Prizes revealed
More than CFA 96,000,000 including CFA

43,000,000 in contribution, for winners

Jeudi
21 Oct

10.00 -12.00

Le temps de dire non d’El Hadj Demba Dia

Sagar de Pape Abdoulaye Seck

Tang Jër de Senny Raby Kane

Khalé Bu Rêer de Abdoul Khadir Ndiaye 

16.00-17.30 PALABRE 2 Faire et accompagner : comment favoriser la 
jeune création aujourd’hui

18.00-20.00 Sur les traces de Kodou (1971)

SENEGAL GUEST OF HONOR THURSDAY PROGRAM

N° 03  *Thursday 21 and Friday 22 October 2021*3FESPACO NEWS 2021



The ACP-UE Culture

program organizes many

activities at FESPACO

PRO mainly round tables,

panels on many aspects

relating to funding me-

chanisms for cinema in

Africa or building capaci-

ties on entrepreneurship

for women directors in

ACP countries. For this

first conference, the Euro-

pean Union focused on

the general funding of

culture.

Antonio CAMCHO

(Team Leader for UE

Burkina Good Gover-

nance), de Gian Giuseppe

Simeone (Team Leader of

the ACP-UE Culture

Technical Assistance

Unit), Palméro Pilar

(Head of UE Burkina Co-

operation), and Ousmane

Boundaoné (FILM Direc-

tor LAB) presented the

modalities funding and

supporting projects. Film

and cultural professional

paid great attention to this

conference.

LECHAT !  

Euro 40 million to Fund African

and Caribbean Cinema
The ACP-EU Culture program is an initiative of the ACP

States Group Secretariat funded by the European

Union. This program aims at stimulating the cultural

sector in order to contribute to the social and econo-

mic development of ACP countries. With a budget of

euro 40 million for the period from 2018 to 2021, it

mainly funds companies promoting cultural and tech-

nological innovation with focus on the youth.

T
he film tells the

story of three

friends who orga-

nized an indecent trip out

of Ouagadougou without

their wives knowing, pre-

tending that they taking a

flight to Abidjan for a

mission. Yet, they were

going out with their

“Tchiza” at a stone throw

from Ouagadougou. But

the plane they were sup-

posed to board in crashed

in Abidjan. Total confu-

sion!

How to go back home?

This film with actors and

actresses from Côte

d'Ivoire and Burkina Faso

including Issaka OUE-

DRAOGO, Kady

TOURE, Mahoula

KANE, Eve Sandrine

GUEHI, OYOU, MATI-

KARA, shows to what

extent unity and expe-

rience sharing can gene-

rate more than convincing

results.

LECHAT !  

Les Trois Lascars or the Tchiza

issue tabled by Boubacar Diallo

Burkinabè feature film in competition "Les Trois Las-

cars" by Boubakar Diallo was presented last Monday

at Ciné Burkina. This film tackles one of the topical

themes of household lives in Africa, adultery and the

lives of "Tchiza" mistresses.

FOCUS
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Vendredi 
22 Oct

09.00-11.00 Panel public Auditorium 
de la Mairie 

sur la gestion des archives 
cinématographiques du point 
de vue des ayant-droits

11.00-13.00  Sur les traces de Jom

SENEGAL GUEST OF HONOR FRIDAY PROGRAM


