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I
ron BIby, the strongest man in

the world set the tone in the

sumptuous Hall of Sports of

Ouaga 2000 with a surprise en-

trance and opened the way for a pa-

rade of Burkinabe cultural figures,

notably officer Oyou, Souké, Siriki,

and Amzy.

This was followed by a beautiful

choreography by Serge Aimé Cou-

libaly, with a hundred or so dancers

and artists known to the world of

Burkinabe culture including Awa

Boussim, Mouna N'diaye, Odile

Sankara, Nourat, Malika the slama-

zone, Alif Naaba, etc. 

The country guest of honour made

a big impression on the opening ce-

remony with the performance of

Baba Maal and emblematic Didier

Awadi who shared the stage with

his Burkinabe friend Smockey.

The two men paid a vibrant tribute

to Thomas Sankara, the father of

the Revolution of Burkina Faso. 

Four speeches marked the event,

including the welcome address by

the Mayor of Ouagadougou, Mr.

Armand BEOUINDE, the speech

by the President of the National Or-

ganizing Committee, Mr. Salifou

TAITA, the speech by the Minister

of Communication and Culture of

Senegal, Mr. Abdoulaye DIOP, and

the opening speech by the Minister

of Culture, Arts and Tourism of

Burkina Faso, Mrs. Elise IL-

BOUDO/THIOMBIANO.

His Excellency Mr. Rock Kaboré,

the President of Faso, together with

the Ministers of Culture of Burkina

Faso and Senegal, gave the clap for

the official opening of the 27th edi-

tion of FESPACO.

Parfait Fabrice SAWADOGO

Fespaco 2021

The President of Faso opens the Festival 
His Excellency Mr. Rock Marc Christian Kaboré chaired the official opening ceremony of the Pan-African Film

and Television Festival of Ouagadougou (FESPACO) following a breathtaking performance on Saturday 16 Oc-

tober 2021.



T
he musical shows as part of FESPACO 2021

are starting this Sunday night, second day of

the festival.  

Three sites have been selected to host the musical

nights of the festival. These are: the exhibition area

at the former civil servant camp in front of the Cathe-

dral of Ouagadougou, Avenue Kwamé Nkrumah and

the roundabout of Pate D’oie. 

Cinema is also music and FESPACO is no exception

to the rule.  

After the screening rooms, festival-goers will relax in

front of these musical stages. 

About 113 musical artists have been selected after a

call for applications.

52 artists will play live and 61 playbacks according

to the list published by the Ceremony and Animation

Commission. 

The musical stages are held every day of the festival. 

Parfait Fabrice SAWADOGO 

Musical Shows: things are getting clearer 
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T
radition at FES-

PACO has been sa-

crificed in a

jam-packed hall with the

director and main actors in

attendance. The inaugural

film by Senegalese Mati

Diop has kept every pro-

mise. 

The issue of immigration

and its effects on African

youth has engaged the at-

tention of the audience at

this premiere.  

Indeed, the film “Atlan-

tique” deals with the recur-

ring phenomenon of illegal

immigration which turns

into tragedy. But here, the

tragedy has turned into a

real obsession. Workers of

a construction site in Dakar

have not been paid for four

months. They decide to

cross the ocean by canoe to

Spain. Among them is

Souleiman, deeply in love

with a girl, has left hoping

for a better life to come

back to marry her. But the

workers perish at sea lea-

ving the girls of this suburb

helpless. 

After the screening, the di-

rector answered questions

from film enthusiasts. She

was grateful for having her

film to open this year’s fes-

tival and, above all, made

it a point duty to honour

the memory of President

Thomas Sankara from

whom she hopes « …the

bravery and vision will be

instilled into the entire

African and Diaspora

youth »

With a big round of ap-

plause, she received the

trophy of Etalon of Hope,

the very first of the 27th

edition. 

LECHAT !

The fear of immigration
After the official opening clap given by the President of Faso, Senegal director Mati Diop set the ball

rolling for the screenings with her feature film “Atlantique” at Ciné Burkina. 
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Mati Diop, (right side) reciving the Etalon of Hope

FESPACO 27 : Respectons les gestes barrières et les

consignes sécuritaires.  « Insécurité et COVID-19 »

Lundi 
18 Oct 10.00-15.00 FOCUS SENEGAL : Projection 

Mardi
19 Oct 

10.00-12.00 - FESPACO PRO

17.00-18.00

FEPACI

PROGRAMME SENEGAL PAYS INVITE D’HONNEUR DU LUNDI ET MARDI

ACTUALITE



Cérémonie d’ouverture en images
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